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(54) Quantification of hydrophobic and hydrophilic properties of materials
(57) A non-destructive and simple analytical method
is disclosed which allows in situ monitoring of plasma
damage during the plasma processing such as resist
stripping. If a low- k film is damaged during plasma
processing, one of the reaction products is water, which
is remained adsorbed onto the low-k film (into pores), if
the temperature is lower than 100-150C. A plasma (e.g.
He) that emits high energy EUV photons (E>20 eV) which
is able to destruct water molecules forming electronically
excited oxygen atoms is used to detect the adsorbed
water. The excited oxygen is detected from optical emis-
sion at 777 nm. Therefore, the higher the adsorbed water
concentration (higher damage), a more intensive (oxy-
gen) signal is detected. Therefore, intensity of oxygen
signal is a measure of plasma damage in the previous
strip step. The proposed analytical method can be per-
formed in-situ immediately after plasma processing and
most preferred the optical emission of oxygen radicals is
monitored during the de-chucking step in the plasma
chamber.
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Description
Technical field of the invention
[0001] The present invention relates to hydrophobic and hydrophilic properties of materials. More particularly, the
present invention relates to a method for quantifying hydrophobic and/or hydrophilic properties of a material, e.g. a
porous material. The method according to embodiments of the present invention can be used for in situ evaluation of
plasma damage of materials caused by a plasma treatment.
Background of the invention
[0002] A critical issue in integration of porous materials, such as e.g. low-k materials, in semiconductor processing is
the degradation of their properties, e.g. their dielectric properties, during plasma etching and/or resist stripping. Porous
low-k materials are more sensitive to chemical and plasma damage in comparison to conventional dielectric materials
such as, for example, silicon dioxide. The open porosity of porous low-k materials significantly increases diffusivity of
plasma species, e.g. plasma radicals, or water from air. Because of this, porous dielectrics are very sensitive to plasma
induced damage during processing steps such as e.g. etching and stripping. A damage mechanism which may occur
is the replacement of hydrophobic methyl groups by hydrophilic OH groups. As a result, polar water groups are incor-
porated into the porous structure which may increase the dielectric constant or k- value of the material. For example, in
carbon doped silica (SiOC) a Si-CH3 bond may be broken and carbon may be replaced by a silicon- dangling bond,
which leads to carbon depletion. This carbon depletion results in the formation of silanol (Si-OH) through a variety of
intermediate reactions. This leads to an increase in k-value for the damaged portion of the porous material and converts
the inherently hydrophobic low-k material into a hydrophilic material. Subsequent adsorption of moisture, e.g. water, or
other polar molecules having high polarisability, mediated by hydrogen bonding, can significantly increase the effective
k-value of the material, e.g. to a k-value » 80.
[0003] Figure 1 schematically illustrates a plasma process sequence used in semiconductor device processing to
perform a resist stripping or etching on a porous low-k dielectric material as used in the prior art. Figure 2 shows a flow
chart illustrating main processing steps according the prior art plasma process as illustrated in Figure 1. A first step (step
(A) in Figure 1 and step 31 in Figure 2), which may be optional, is a chamber cleaning step which uses a cleaning plasma
such as e.g. an O2/SF6 or on O2Cl2 plasma. This step may also be referred to as Waferless Auto Cleaning (WAC). The
plasma chamber 10 has a wafer holder 1, also referred to as chuck. In a next step (step (B) in Figure 1 and step 32 in
Figure 2), a wafer 2 comprising a low- k dielectric material to be processed is introduced into the plasma chamber 10
and fixed to the chuck 1 by performing a chucking step. The chucking step can be an electrostatic (plasma-free) chucking
process or a plasma step performed by applying e.g. a He plasma (e.g. 400 W, 12 eV, 6 seconds). After fixing the wafer
2 to the chuck 1 the plasma chamber 10 is filled with gas species 3 needed to perform a required plasma process, also
referred to as gas stabilization step. The next step (step (C) in Figure 1 and step 33 in Figure 2) is a plasma process
step which can e.g. be a reactive ion etching of the low-k dielectric material or a resist stripping step using, for example
an O- rich plasma. After finalizing the plasma process step, another gas stabilization step (step (D) in Figure 1 and step
34 in Figure 2) is introduced to remove reactant gasses (indicated by arrow 4). Steps (C) and (D) can, if desired, be
repeated in order to perform more than one plasma process in the plasma chamber 10 (step 36 in Figure 2). In a last
step (step (E) in Figure 1 and step 35 in Figure 2) the wafer 2 is released from the chuck 1 using a de-chucking step
e.g. by applying an He plasma 5 (e.g. 400 W, 12e V, 6 seconds).
[0004] In general, plasma damage is evaluated after having performed a plasma processing step using complicated
analytical techniques like, for example, Fourier Transform Infra Red (FTIR), Time of Flight Secondary Ion Mass Spec-
trometry (TOF-SIMS), X-Ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy (XPS). These methods are very time consuming and most of
them are destructive and not suitable for being used with patterned wafers comprising dense structures (to analyse
damage on sidewalls of dense structures). Therefore, it is an important issue to develop a simple and non-destructive
method which allows evaluation of plasma damage immediately after plasma processing such that the process can be
tuned further to avoid plasma damage and/or damaged samples can be eliminated from the process flow.
[0005] Thus, the prior art proposes several methods to determine low-k damage but they have drawbacks and short-
comings. There is no method available in the prior art that allows a quick and non-destructive evaluation of plasma
damage immediately after performing plasma processing. There is a need for such a method and a need for having a
simple non- destructive method not only in further exploring and screening different low- k materials but also in future
fabrication flows of microchips of future technologies.
Summary of the invention
[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide a good method for quantifying hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic
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properties of a material.
[0007] The method according to embodiments of the invention can be performed quickly, is easily applicable and is
non-destructive.
[0008] The method according to embodiments of the invention can be used for determination, evaluation and/or
quantification of plasma damage caused to materials, e.g. porous material, by plasma processes such as plasma etching
or stripping, e.g. reactive ion etching and/or resist stripping.
[0009] In its broadest form, the present invention provides a method for quantifying hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic
properties of a material. The method comprises:
- exposing the material to a noble gas plasma, the noble gas plasma being able to emit photons having sufficient
energy to cause photolysis of molecules adsorbed to the material so as to release radicals of these adsorbed
molecules,
- detecting the amount of released radicals, and
- from the amount of released radicals quantifying the hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of the material.
[0010] In one embodiment, the present invention provides a method for quantifying hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic
properties of a material. The method comprises:
- exposing the material to a noble gas plasma, the noble gas plasma being able to emit Extreme Ultra Violet and/or
Vacuum Ultra Violet photons having sufficient energy to cause photolysis of water molecules adsorbed to the material
so as to release oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals,
- detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals, and
- from the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals quantifying the hydrophilic and/or hydro-
phobic properties of the material.
[0011] An advantage of the method according to embodiments of the present invention is that it is not destructive and
can be performed in-situ as well as ex-situ.
[0012] Detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals may be performed by optical
emission spectroscopy, laser induced fluorescence or mass spectrometry.
[0013] According to embodiments of the invention, detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl
radicals may be performed by detecting oxygen radicals using optical emission spectroscopy at a predetermined wave-
length, e.g. 777 nm.
[0014] According to embodiments of the invention, the method may furthermore comprise, from the quantification of
the hydrophilic or hydrophobic properties of the material, determining a degree of damage of the material resulting from
plasma processes performed on the material.
[0015] The method according to embodiments of the invention may be performed in a reactive ion etching chamber
using a He or Ar plasma.
[0016] According to embodiments of the invention, the method may be performed "in-situ", i.e. it may be performed
during or immediately after performing processes on the material, e.g. during or immediately after performing plasma
processes to a porous material, e.g. porous low-k material, and may be performed in a same plasma chamber as the
processes.
[0017] According to other embodiments of the invention, the method may be performed "ex-situ", i.e. it may be per-
formed as an individual analytical measurement.
[0018] According to embodiments of the invention, the material may be a porous material, such as for example a low-
k dielectric material having pores.
[0019] The present invention also provides the use of the method according to embodiments of the invention for
quantifying plasma damage of a material, e.g. porous material, after etching of that material.
[0020] Particular and preferred aspects of the invention are set out in the accompanying independent and dependent
claims. Features from the dependent claims may be combined with features of the independent claims and with features
of other dependent claims as appropriate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0021] The above and other characteristics, features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent
from the following detailed description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which illustrate, by way
of example, the principles of the invention. This description is given for the sake of example only, without limiting the
scope of the invention. The reference figures quoted below refer to the attached drawings.
Brief description of the drawings
[0022]
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Figure 1 schematically illustrates a processing sequence to perform a plasma process according to the prior art.
Figure 2 shows a flow chart illustrating main processing steps of the prior art plasma process as illustrated in Figure 1.
Figure 3 schematically illustrates a method according to an embodiment of the present invention for in-situ monitoring
of plasma damage.
Figure 4 shows a flow chart illustrating main processing steps of the method schematically illustrated in Figure 3.
Figure 5 shows an optical emission spectrum for a signal at wavelength 777 nm which corresponds to a 5P→5S
transition of electronically excited oxygen radicals.
Figure 6 schematically illustrates a method according to an embodiment of the present invention for ex-situ monitoring
of plasma damage.
Figure 7 shows a flow chart illustrating main processing steps of the method schematically illustrated in Figure 6.
Figure 8 illustrates different steps in a method according to embodiments of the invention.
Figures 9 and 10 illustrate comparison and correlation of the method according to embodiments of the invention
with known analytical techniques to measure plasma damage in a material.
Description of illustrative embodiments
[0023] The present invention will be described with respect to particular embodiments and with reference to certain
drawings but the invention is not limited thereto but only by the claims. The drawings described are only schematic and
are non- limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for
illustrative purposes. The dimensions and the relative dimensions do not correspond to actual reductions to practice of
the invention.
[0024] It is to be noticed that the term "comprising", used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being restricted
to the means listed thereafter; it does not exclude other elements or steps. It is thus to be interpreted as specifying the
presence of the stated features, integers, steps or components as referred to, but does not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps or components, or groups thereof. Thus, the scope of the expression
"a device comprising means A and B" should not be limited to devices consisting only of components A and B. It means
that with respect to the present invention, the only relevant components of the device are A and B.
[0025] Reference throughout this specification to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one embodiment
of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases "in one embodiment" or "in an embodiment" in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment, but may. Furthermore, the particular
features, structures or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner, as would be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.
[0026] Similarly it should be appreciated that in the description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, various
features of the invention are sometimes grouped together in a single embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the
purpose of streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the understanding of one or more of the various inventive aspects.
This method of disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed invention requires
more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in
less than all features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the detailed description
are hereby expressly incorporated into this detailed description, with each claim standing on its own as a separate
embodiment of this invention.
[0027] Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but not other features included in other
embodiments, combinations of features of different embodiments are meant to be within the scope of the invention, and
form different embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For example, in the following claims, any of
the claimed embodiments can be used in any combination.
[0028] In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth. However, it is understood that
embodiments of the invention may be practised without these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods,
structures and techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding of this description.
[0029] The following terms are provided solely to aid in the understanding of the invention.
[0030] The terms "electrostatic chucking" and "electrostatic de-chucking" refer to steps which are used to respectively
fix and release a sample, e.g. a wafer, onto or from a wafer holder in a plasma etch chamber. To perform "chucking" or
"de- chucking" the wafer can shortly be exposed to a plasma, e.g. a He plasma, to charge or discharge the sample, e.g.
wafer, and in that way fix or release the sample, e.g. wafer, onto/from the sample holder.
[0031] The invention will now be described by a detailed description of several embodiments of the invention. It is
clear that other embodiments of the invention can be configured according to the knowledge of persons skilled in the
art without departing from the technical teaching of the invention, the invention being limited only by the terms of the
appended claims.
[0032] The present invention provides a method for quantifying hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of materials,
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for example porous materials such as e.g. low-k materials.
[0033] The method comprises:
- exposing the material to a noble gas plasma, the noble gas plasma being able to emit Extreme Ultra Violet and/or
Vacuum Ultra Violet photons having sufficient energy to cause photolysis of water molecules adsorbed to the material
so as to release oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals,
- detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals, and
- from the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals quantifying the hydrophilic and/or hydro-
phobic properties of the material.
[0034] The method according to embodiments of the present invention is quick, easily applicable and non-destructive.
[0035] The method according to embodiments of the invention can be used for the quantification of plasma damage
in porous materials, e.g. low-k materials, caused during particular steps during processing, e.g. etching and/or stripping
steps. During particular steps, such as etching and/or stripping steps, in the manufacturing process of semiconductor
devices comprising porous materials, for example porous low-k materials, these materials may get damaged. For ex-
ample, the porous materials used may loose organic hydrophobic groups during plasma etch and/or stripping processes.
As a result, they become hydrophilic which makes them able to adsorb moisture and other polar molecules that may
increase the dielectric constant or k-value of the materials, thereby decreasing their dielectric properties. The degree of
plasma damage introduced in the porous material, e.g. low-k material, during these processes, e.g. plasma etch and/or
strip processes may be evaluated by using known techniques such as e.g. Fourier Transform Infra Red (FTIR) or Water
based Ellipsometry (EP). However, as already discussed these techniques are complicated, time consuming and/or
destructive and are not applicable to analyse patterned dense structures. Hence, according to these embodiments, the
hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of the porous material are a measure for the degree of damage of the porous
material. According to embodiments of the invention, the porous material may be a low-k material or may be an ultra
low-k material.
According to embodiments of the invention, adsorption of water, also referred to as adsorption of hydrophilic groups,
can occur as a result or by- product of the reaction of organic hydrophobic groups during exposure of a material, e.g.
porous material, to an oxidizing plasma e.g. an O2 plasma. In case the material is a porous low-k material, relatively low
processing temperatures of between 20°C and 200°C, e.g. a process temperature of 30°C, during e.g. a stripping process
may be sufficient for CO2 desorption but a significant part of water molecules still remains inside the film in a chemisorbed
state.
[0036] The method according to embodiments of the invention is based on the exposure of a material to a plasma
that is able to emit EUV (Extreme Ultra Violet) and/or VUV (far or Vacuum Ultra Violet) photons having sufficient energy
to dissociate water molecules adsorbed to the material so as to release oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals. The
plasma may, for example, be a low pressure plasma with a minimum power of approximately 100 Watt (no bias is
applied). According to embodiments of the invention the plasma may comprise at least one compound selected from
the group of noble gases with an atomic weight less than Xe, such as He and Ar. More heavy noble gases will emit
radiation with an energy that is not sufficient to dissociate water. In embodiments of the present invention, noble gases
are used because they do not chemically react with the material of interest, e.g. with a low- k material. It was found that
exposure to a noble gas plasma causes photolysis of water incorporated in or adsorbed to the surface or into pores of
the material, thereby forming O*, OH* and/or H* radicals.
[0037] A method according to embodiments of the invention may make use of chemiluminescence. Chemilumines-
cence or, in other words, emission of light, is the result of a decay from an excited state of a molecule or atom to a lower
energy level. In theory one photon of light should be emitted for each molecule or atom going back to a lower energy
level. Chemiluminescence can be monitored using optical emission spectrometry (OES).
[0038] According to embodiments of the invention, chemiluminescence of the O*, OH* and/or H* radicals can be used
to determine the hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of the material. Hence, according to embodiments of the
invention, the appearance of O*, OH* and/or H* radicals can be related to the photolysis of water adsorbed on or into
the pores of a material, e.g. in the pores of a porous material such as porous low-k materials, or in openings etched in
the material. On the other hand, according to other embodiments of the invention, the appearance of O* radicals can
be related to the desorption, e.g. photo- induced desorption, of chemisorbed oxygen atoms or molecules trapped on or
into the pores of a material or in openings etched in the material as a result of the exposure of the material to a plasma
that is suitable to emit EUV and/or VUV photons.
[0039] Products of the above-described reactions, i.e. O*, OH* and/or H* radicals can be detected by, for example,
Optical Emission Spectrometry (OES). Analysis of radiation intensities at particular wavelengths may then reveal quan-
titative information about the hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of the material under examination. For example,
for O* radicals, analysis of radiation intensities at a wavelength of 777 nm may give information about hydrophilic and/or
hydrophobic properties of the material. Furthermore, H* radicals can be monitored at a wavelength of 656 nm and OH*
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radicals can be monitored at a wavelength of 309 nm. OES may be performed or a spectrum may simultaneously be
monitored during the exposure of the material to the noble gas plasma causing the photolysis of adsorbed water. In the
particular case of the method according to the invention being used to determine damage of a low-k dielectric material
after plasma processes, the information obtained from the EOS spectrum may then be used to determine the degree of
damage induced by the plasma process such as etching processes and/or stripping processes.
[0040] According to other embodiments of the invention, alternative detection methods may be used to detect the
presence of O*, OH* and/or H* radicals. Examples may for example be laser induced fluorescence and mass spectrom-
etry.
[0041] Hereinafter, the invention will mainly be described by means of porous low-k materials onto which plasma
processes such as etching and stripping have been performed which resulted in plasma damage of the porous low-k
materials. It has, however, to be understood that this is only for the ease of explanation and is not intended to limit the
invention. The method according to embodiments of the invention may also be applied to determine hydrophilic and/or
hydrophobic properties of other materials. For example the method according to embodiments of the invention can be
used to estimate an amount of adsorbed moisture or oxygen on a sidewall of a plasma etch chamber (A.M.Urbanowicz
et al., Proceedings of Plasma etch and strip workshop, Leuven, 2007). Furthermore, the invention will be described by
means of the method being used for determining damage caused to low-k materials by plasma processes such as
plasma etching and/or stripping. Again, this is not intended to limit the invention in any way.
[0042] According to embodiments of the invention, the method may, for example be applied to low-k materials, e.g.
ultra low-k materials having pore sizes between 2 nm and 10 nm. Ultra low-k materials may be defined as materials
having a porosity of higher than 30%.
[0043] Porous low- k materials, which may also be referred to as low-k dielectrics, such as e.g. porous carbon doped
silica (SiOC), (e.g. commercially available BDIIx®) and which may usually be deposited using Plasma Enhanced Chemical
Vapor Deposition (PE-CVD) are very sensitive to chemical and plasma damage. These porous low- k materials may, for
example, have an open porosity close to 25% based on total material volume, an average pore radius of 0.8-0.9 nm
and an average k-value of 2.5. As already described above, degradation of the dielectric constant of a low-k material
may usually be the result from adsorbed water to locations where damage is caused to the material, This water is formed
as a by-product of reaction of organic hydrophobic groups (≡Si-CH3 in case of carbon doped silica) during exposure of
the material to an oxidizing plasma such as an O2 plasma used during, for example, resist stripping, into the pores of
the low-k material. The reaction in case of carbon doped silica can be written down as:
≡ Si- CH3 + 4O* → ≡Si-OH + H2O + CO2 [1]
[0044] Adsorbed water molecules significantly increase the k-value of the low-k dielectric material because the k-value
of water is about 80 at 20°C. As low-k materials may, for example, be used to isolate interconnect structures in a
semiconductor devices, it may be important to know or be able to detect different aspects of plasma damage occurred
during the different processing steps used to e.g. pattern the low-k dielectric material, e.g. etching and/or stripping
processes.
[0045] It is known) that an oxygen plasma, which is, for example, used for resist stripping, emits radiation with a
wavelength of 777 nm which corresponds to 5P→5S transition of electronically excited oxygen radicals (see P.Macko
et al., Plasma Sources Sci. Technol., 13 (2004), p. 251-262). However, it was surprisingly found that radiation with a
same wavelength is emitted during a de-chucking step used to release a sample, e.g. wafer, from a wafer holder after
plasma processing. The peak intensity at 777 nm further depends on preliminary treatment of the material that was
plasma treated, e.g. a porous low-k material. In other words, the peak intensity at 777 nm caused by the presence of
O* radicals depends on the amount of damage caused to the low- k material when exposed to e.g. an oxygen plasma
during process steps such as plasma etching or stripping.
[0046] For evaluations of plasma damage due to plasma processing such as resist stripping and dry etching in a
reactive ion plasma chamber, the evaluation of the plasma damage can be performed immediately after the plasma
process.
[0047] According to embodiments of the invention, the exposure of the material under examination to the noble gas
plasma and detection of the formed radicals may be performed "ex-situ" or in other words the material is transferred to
a suitable plasma chamber for being exposed there to the noble gas plasma. According to other embodiments of the
invention, the exposure to the noble gas plasma and detection of the formed radicals may also be performed "in-situ",
or in other words immediately after plasma processing, e.g. plasma etching or stripping of the material in the same
plasma chamber as where the plasma processing was performed. In other words, the hydrophobic or hydrophilic prop-
erties of the material may be determined during the plasma processing steps but can also be applied as a separate
individual method. Hereinafter, these different possibilities will be described in more detail by means of plasma process
sequences.
[0048] In Figure 3 a plasma process sequence according to an embodiment of the present invention is illustrated.
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Figure 4 shows a flow-chart of the method schematically illustrated in Figure 3. The method according to this embodiment
comprises "in-situ" monitoring of damage created during a plasma process performed to a low-k material. A first and a
second step (step A and B in Figure 3 and step 40 and 41 in Figure 4), which may be optional, are used to clean a
plasma chamber 20 comprising a wafer holder 21, also referred to as chuck, for holding the wafer 22 comprising the
low-k material. The first step (step (A) in Figure 3) is similar to prior art methods and may comprise a chamber cleaning
step which uses for example an O2/SF6 or an O2Cl2 plasma. This step may also be referred to as Waferless Auto
Cleaning (WAC). An additional, also optional, cleaning step (step (B) in Figure 3), which is different from the prior art
methods, may be introduced to remove residues, e.g. oxygen possibly present at chamber walls 23 and originating from
previous processes. Steps (C) to (E) in Figure 3 and corresponding steps 42 to 44 in Figure 4 illustrate steps, similar to
the steps for the prior art process described above. Step C illustrates the step of fixing the wafer 22 comprising the low-
k material to the chuck 21, also referred to as chucking. The next step (step (D)) is a plasma process step which can
for example be a reactive ion etching of the low-k dielectric material or a resist stripping step using e.g. an O-rich plasma
24. This step may cause damage to the low- k dielectric by replacing hydrophobic groups by hydrophilic groups. This
allows moisture, e.g. water to adsorb in or to the pores of the low-k material, thereby increasing its dielectric constant.
After finalizing the plasma process step, a gas stabilization step (step (E)) is introduced to remove reactant gasses
(indicated by arrow 25). Steps C to E can, if desired, be repeated in order to perform more than one plasma process to
the low-k material in the plasma chamber 20.
[0049] In a last step (step F in Figure 3 and step 45 in Figure 4), the wafer 22 may be released from the wafer holder
21, also referred to as electrostatic dechuck, using e.g. a He plasma (e.g. 400 W, 12 eV, 6 seconds, gas pressure 20
mTorr). In this step, the wafer 22 is exposed to a noble gas plasma 26, e.g. a He plasma to discharge the wafer 22.
According to the present embodiment of the invention, this de-chucking step may be combined with the step of monitoring
the plasma damage, in accordance with embodiments of the present invention. According to embodiments of the present
embodiment, the He plasma for de-chucking the wafer 22 also plays the role of noble gas plasma 26 to emit Extreme
Ultra Violet and/or Vacuum Ultra Violet photons having sufficient energy to cause photolysis of water molecules adsorbed
to the low- k material thereby releasing oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals. EOS may be used to monitor the
signal at a wavelength of 777 nm in order to quantify the amount of oxygen radicals released from the low-k material by
the He plasma. The radiation emitted at a wavelength of 777 nm, or, in other words, the size of the radiation peak at
777 nm, is proportional to the detected amount of oxygen radicals and thus is a measure for the hydrophilic and/or
hydrophobic properties of the low-k material. The hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of the material then are a
measure for the amount of damage caused to the low- k material by the plasma processes applied to it.
[0050] As an illustration, figure 5 shows an optical emission spectrum for a signal at wavelength of 777 nm which
corresponds to a 5P→5S transition of electronically excited oxygen radicals. In case that, in addition to the degree of
damage caused to the low-k material, also the depth of the damage into the material needs to be known, the total amount
of adsorbed water needs to be removed or converted to oxygen radicals. This may be done by exposing the material to
the He plasma for a sufficient time period, i.e. up to the moment when emission intensity reaches a background level.
Then, an integrated signal during the time of exposure needs to be calculated which may then be a measure for the
depth of damage (see further).
[0051] In Figures 6 and 7, another embodiment of the method of the invention is illustrated. Figure 6 schematically
illustrates "ex-situ" monitoring of damage created during a plasma process performed to a low-k material. Figure 7 shows
a flow-chart of the method schematically illustrated in Figure 6. According to this embodiment, a wafer 22 comprising
the low-k material is first transferred to a first plasma chamber 20 where plasma processing, such as plasma etching
and/or stripping is performed. This may be done similarly to the steps as described for the above embodiment with
respect to Figure 3, steps (A) to (F), except that now the de- chucking step and monitoring the damage caused to the
low-k dielectric are not performed simultaneously. After de-chucking the wafer 22 from the wafer holder 21, the wafer
20 is transferred to a second plasma chamber 27 which is equipped with e.g. an OES tool to analyze damage caused
to the low-k material. Figure 6 illustrates the steps of cleaning the plasma chamber 27 (steps (A) and (B) in Figure 6 and
steps 51 and 52 in Figure 7, similar to steps (A) and (B), respectively 40 and 41 with respect to Figure 3 and 4), introducing
the noble gas plasma 26, e.g. He plasma (step (C) in Figure 6 and step 53 in Figure 7), and the plasma exposure step
itself (step (D) in Figure 6 and step 54 in Figure 7). The noble gas plasma 26 may, for example be a He plasma with a
power of 400 W, 12eV, for a time period of 20 seconds and with a gas pressure 20 mTorr. EOS may be used to monitor
e.g. the O* radicals released by the noble gas plasma 26. The last step, i.e. exposure to the noble gas plasma 26, e.g.
He plasma may also used to release the wafer 22 from the wafer holder 21.
[0052] Figure 8 gives a schematical overview of the method as discussed with respect to Figures 6 and 7. During
exposure of the wafer 22 with the low-k material to the noble gas plasma 26, e.g. He plasma, EOS is used to monitor
O* radicals released from water adsorbed to the low- k material by exposure to the noble gas plasma 26. The graph at
the left of Figure 8 shows the signal peak at 777nm, i.e. the peak measured for O* radicals, observed in the EOS spectrum
during exposure of the wafer 22 to the noble gas plasma 26, e.g. He plasma. The signal may then be integrated, which
results in a graph as illustrated in the graph at the right of Figure 8. This integrated signal gives a value for the degree
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of damage.
[0053] According to embodiments of the invention, in addition to the degree of damage caused to the low-k material,
also the depth of the damage into the material may need to be known. In that case, the total amount of adsorbed water
needs to be removed or converted into, according to the example given, oxygen radicals. This may be done by exposing
the material to the He plasma for a sufficient time period, e.g. up to the moment when emission intensity reaches a
background level. Similar as described above, an EOS spectrum may be measured and the resulting signal may be
integrated. The depth of damage may then be determined using this integrated signal.
[0054] Hereinafter, the method according to the embodiments of the invention will further be illustrated by means of
examples. It has to be understood that these examples are not intended to limit the invention. The method according to
embodiments of the invention may be applied to any material as described above.
Example 1: Monitoring of plasma damage after O2/Cl2 plasma processing using a He plasma to create oxygen 
radicals during de-chucking step (ex-situ).
[0055] Experiments were performed in an industrial plasma etch chamber 20 (LAM Versys 2300 STAR equipped with
OES analyzer with spectral resolution of 2.5 nm). Wafer temperature during all the experiments was 30°C. Several
plasmas were used in the whole processing sequence. An O2/SF6 plasma was used for waferless auto-cleaning (WAC)
of plasma chamber sidewalls 23 and O2/Cl2 was used to simulate photoresist removal on the low-k material. A He plasma
was used for removing the wafer 22 from the chuck 21 as well as for simultaneously releasing radicals from adsorbed
water to the low-k material and thus to simultaneously monitor (or evaluate) plasma damage caused by the O2/Cl2
plasma to the low- k material.
[0056] The low-k material used in these experiments was porous carbon doped silica (BDIIx® obtainable from Applied
Materials) deposited by Plasma Enhanced Chemical Vapor Deposition (PE-CVD). Porous low-k materials such as BDIIx®
may typically be composed of silica and silsesquioxanes comprising organic hydrophobic groups. The exposure of these
materials to an O-based plasma leads to the loss of the hydrophobic groups which are replaced by hydrophilic groups.
As a result, hydrophilisation of the material occurs during the plasma processes, e.g. stripping processes. The degree
of hydrophilisation corresponds to the degree of damage caused to the low-k material. The degree of damage caused
to the low-k material may be proportional to the time of the O2/Cl2 plasma treatment.
[0057] In the present experiment, the porous low-k material was exposed to an O2/Cl2 plasma for different time periods.
OES spectra were monitored at 777 nm "ex- situ" by exposing the material to a He plasma for 20 sec as described above.
Next, the time trace of the 777 nm peak which was recorded during He plasma de-chucking was integrated (see higher
with respect to Figure 8). The integrated 777 nm intensity was plotted versus time of the O2/Cl2 plasma exposure (see
Figure 8, right hand graph). It was observed that the integrated O intensity increases with the duration of the O2/Cl2
exposure (e.g. stripping time). It can therefore be concluded that the 777 nm peak intensity during the de- chucking
depends on the preceding treatment of the low-k material and thus depends on the amount of damage caused to the
low-k material by this treatment. This gives information about the degree of damage which occurs in the plasma processing
applied to the low-k material.
Example 2: Correlation of FTIR and WEP with chemiluminescence of the present invention to provide quanti-
tative data about degree of plasma damage
[0058] Two alternative techniques were used to monitor plasma damage due to O2/Cl2 plasma exposure to a porous
low-k material, i.e. Fourier transform Infrared (FTIR) and water based ellipsometric porosimetry (WEP).
[0059] To monitor hydrophilic OH groups by FTIR the absorbance of silanol groups was monitored (see Figure 9, (A)).
Taking into account the fact that the degree of plasma damage is proportional to absorbance of -OH groups incorporated
into the bulk of low-k materials, the degree of plasma damage can be evaluated. The absorbance of a pristine sample
(non-damaged low- k material) was monitored first and the amplitude of OH groups is close to zero and intensity of the
C-H peak is the highest one (corresponding to hydrophobic Si- CH3 groups). This can be determined by FTIR, as men-
tioned before. Curve "Ref." in Figure 9, (A) shows a reference sample exposed during 20 s to a He plasma that was
used for the damage tests. The damaging effect of a He plasma is small in comparison with any O-based plasma
chemistry. Curve "5 s O2/Cl2" in Figure 6A represents a low-k sample damaged during 5 seconds by exposure to an
O2/Cl2 plasma. As shown in this curve even a short exposure to an O-based plasma generates a significant amount of
damage. The highest degree of damage is however observed after 30 seconds (s) of O2/Cl2 plasma exposure (curve
"30 s O2/Cl2 "). The amount of C-H groups was reduced almost five times in comparison to the pristine sample. The
integrated absorbance of silanol groups is plotted versus time of O2/Cl2 plasma exposure in Figure 9, (C). The FTIR
signal is represented by triangles in the Figure 9,(C).
[0060] Another method to estimate the degree of damage is WEP. This technique is based on ellipsometric measure-
ments in a vacuum chamber which is filled with water vapour in a controllable way. Changes in the refractive index of
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a porous sample slowly filled with water can be recalculated into an amount of absorbed water in the sample pores. The
amount of adsorbed water depends on hydrophobic properties of porous low-k materials. The amount of water absorbed
into the pores of the low-k material at saturation pressure (the pressure at which 100% humidity exists in the chamber)
was plotted versus O2/Cl2 exposure time (see Figure 9, (B)). The water absorption number versus time of O2/Cl2 plasma
exposure is compared to the FTIR result and plotted in Figure 9, (C) (circles). In the case of the pristine sample (curve
"Ref." in Figure 9, (B)), the amount of absorbed water was around 1.6 %. The sample treated by an exposure of 30
seconds to an O2/Cl2 plasma absorbed 22 % of water at saturation pressure (see curve "30 s O2/Cl2" in Figure 9, (B)).
The amount of adsorbed water for the sample treated for 30 seconds was found to be equal to the total porosity of the
low-k material. This means that the pore sidewalls were completely hydrophilic. Both FTIR and WEP are sensitive but
complicated and time consuming methods to determine the hydrophobic properties of the low-k film and give similar
results. Indeed, the degree of plasma damage is proportional to the time of O2/Cl2 plasma treatment.
[0061] In order to compare OES, FTIR and WEP, the FTIR and WEP data as discussed In the previous paragraph
are plotted versus the OES results as discussed in example 1 (identical samples and identical O2/Cl2 plasma exposures)
in Figure 10. It was found that the integrated time traces linearly correlate with both FTIR and WEP data. This proves
that the integrated time traces of the 777 nm peak recorded during He plasma exposure of pristine and damaged low-
k materials can be used as a method for evaluation of the degree of damage to low-k films. The integrated intensity of
the emission of electronically excited O* radicals correlates with the degree of damage occurred during O2/Cl2 plasma
strip.
[0062] The method according to embodiments of the invention is faster and easier to perform compared to state of
the art methods such as FTIR and EP because the method of the invention does require almost no extra process steps
and is non- destructive. In case the change in hydrophilic/hydrophobic properties due to plasma processing in a reactive
ion etching chamber such as resist stripping needs to be quantified, the method may be performed in situ and no extra
steps are required for monitoring the 777nm signal as the evaluation step can be performed during the de- chucking step
by using OES. Additionally the method according to embodiments of the invention can be used to quantify plasma
damage in e.g. patterned wafers which is rather impossible with existing techniques because they mostly are destructive.
[0063] It is to be understood that although preferred embodiments, specific constructions and configurations, as well
as materials, have been discussed herein for devices according to the present invention, various changes or modifications
in form and detail may be made without departing from the scope of the present invention as defined by the claims.
Claims
1. A method for quantifying hydrophilic and/or hydrophobic properties of a material, the method comprising:
- exposing the material to a noble gas plasma, the noble gas plasma being able to emit Extreme Ultra Violet
and/or Vacuum Ultra Violet photons having sufficient energy to cause photolysis of water molecules adsorbed
to the material so as to release oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals,
- detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals, and
- from the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl radicals quantifying the hydrophilic and/or
hydrophobic properties of the material.Z
2. The method according to claim 1, wherein detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl
radicals is performed by optical emission spectroscopy, laser induced fluorescence or mass spectrometry.
3. The method according to claim 2, wherein detecting the amount of released oxygen, hydrogen and/or hydroxyl
radicals is performed by detecting oxygen radicals using optical emission spectroscopy at 777 nm.
4. The method according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the method furthermore comprises: 
from quantification of the hydrophilic or hydrophobic properties of the material determining a degree of damage
resulting from plasma processes performed on the material.
5. The method according to any of the previous claims, wherein the method is performed in a reactive ion etching
chamber using a He or Ar plasma.
6. The method according to any of the previous claims, wherein the method is performed "in- situ".
7. The method according to any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the method is performed "ex-situ".
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8. The method according to any of the previous claims, wherein the material is a porous material.
9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the porous material is a low- k dielectric material having pores.
10. Use of the method according to any of the previous claims for quantifying plasma damage of a material after etching
of that material.
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